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HELENA–AURORA RANGE — ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AUTHORITY DECISION 

Statement 

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [6.31 pm]: On 1 December 2014 the 
Environmental Protection Authority announced that it had deemed a proposal from Mineral Resources Ltd to 
mine the Helena–Aurora Range as environmentally unacceptable. It is very pleasing to have heard that 
announcement because it is something we have been trying to fight for for a long time. The aim of this 
adjournment statement is really to bring to the house’s attention some of the values and the importance of that 
particular area. I note that I was very pleased to hear that the Minister for Environment also visited the area to 
gain firsthand experience of the area and its values. For those who do not know, the Helena–Aurora Range is 
located approximately 100 kilometres north of Southern Cross. The aim of what I am saying today is that the 
Helena–Aurora Range become an A-class reserve national park to protect its biodiversity assets from all forms 
of mining, since the final decision on the mining proposal is still to be made by the WA environment minister, 
Hon Albert Jacob. 

The range is part of the country of the Kalamaia Kapurn people, who call it Bungalbin. The concentration of 
conservation values associated with the Helena–Aurora range established that for its size, this range is one of the 
more significant biodiversity assets in WA. However, there are other ranges in the area, the Mount Manning 
region, including Die Hardy Range, Yokradine Hills, Windarling Range, Jackson Range and Koolyanobbing 
Range. All, as we know, have had significant mining impacts on them already. Indeed, Die Hardy Range is home 
to the very important Tetratheca, a very rare and endangered flora. Within each range the size and complexity of 
the massive banded ironstone formation rock outcrops with cliffs was correlated with the presence of rare flora. 
When I visited the area a number of years ago, it was quite interesting to get up onto these incredibly high 
outcrops and see the diversity and range of unique species that exist amongst them. The entire Mount Manning 
Nature Reserve has exceptionally high landscape diversity, including interconnected sand plains, woodland and 
salt lake habitats of critical importance for flora and fauna that are unique to Australia and more specifically to 
that region. The Wilderness Society and the Wildflower Society of WA launched a national park proposal and it 
has the support of traditional owners of the area. The proposal goes into depth about why this area should be 
upgraded from a conservation park to a national park. We fully support this proposal and the work those 
three groups are doing. 

The area is held by Polaris Metals Pty Ltd and Polaris has had a number of developments in that region. It has 
approximately 3 000 square kilometres of mining tenements in the central Yilgarn district of Western Australia 
and so there is a lot of banded ironstone formation available to it, but the EPA has determined, and I think the 
point is made in one of its documents, that the Mount Manning region be recognised as a biodiversity hotspot for 
its combination of high-level species richness, concentration of rare and endemic fauna, and restricted ecological 
communities, and the threatening process associated with the mineral potential of banded ironstone formation 
environments, which coincide with the highest concentration of threatened endemic species and communities in 
the region. In essence, I commend the EPA for its approach. It has adopted what we classically call the 
precautionary principle and it is unusual to see the EPA come out with a recommendation that is so strong in 
relation to these matters.  

The 32 flora taxa considered on existing information to be endemic to the small areas in the region should be 
assessed for endangered listing in recognition of increased threats to the species endemic in the banded ironstone 
formation ranges. The review should take into account the degree of protection offered by an A-class nature 
reserve once it is established. Further flora and vegetation surveys should be undertaken to better define the 
status of these apparently rare and endemic flora. We know that the large areas of sand plains have not been 
adequately surveyed within the Mount Manning Nature Reserve. This also applies to the rare flora communities 
in the Jaurdi and Mount Elvire Conservation Parks. We really hope that further surveys can be carried out to 
establish the values of the area, but at the same time we just wish to commend the EPA for its decision of 
1 December 2014. 

House adjourned at 6.37 pm 
__________ 
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